Eliminating Health Disparities
An Act to Eliminate Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities in the Commonwealth (S.810)
Lead Sponsors: Senator Susan Fargo and Representative Byron Rushing
Proposal:  

This bill establishes a permanent Office of Health Equity in the 
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Executive Office of Health and Human Services, and creates a statewide grant program to support community based interventions that reduce health disparities.

Background:

· Massachusetts residents of color face disproportionately higher rates of morbidity and mortality than residents of the state as a whole. 

· Health disparities exist between racial and ethnic groups, even when health insurance coverage is equal. 

· Health disparities cost the state in excess direct medical costs and indirect social costs.

· Health disparities result from a variety of social factors including economics and employment, neighborhoods and housing, educational opportunities, bias and discrimination.

Specifics:

The Office of Health Equity will oversee all activities of the Commonwealth to eliminate health disparities, by coordinating interagency initiatives, evaluating interventions, and identifying and replicating successful practices across the state.

The Office will administer a community based disparities reduction grant program, to address key health disparities issues in local communities. The grant program will support initiatives based on best practices that are replicable across the state. 

Action:
Contact the Joint Committee on Health Care Financing and request a favorable report of S.810.
DAN Member Organizations 
Action for Boston Community Development

African Community Health Initiatives

AIDS Action Committee

Alliance for Community Health

American Cancer Society

American Diabetes Association

American Heart/American Stroke Association
American Lung Association
American Red Cross of Massachusetts Bay

Arc of Massachusetts
Association of Haitian Pastors

Association of Haitian Women

Berkshire Area Health Education Center

Boston Center for Community & Justice

Boston Medical Center Haitian Health Institute

Boston Public Health Commission

Boston University Center for Excellence in Women's Health

Boston Urban Asthma Coalition

Cambridge Health Alliance

Caring Health Center

Center for Community Health Education Research and Service 

Children’s Health Access Coalition

Community Catalyst

Community Change Inc.

Conference on Boston Teaching Hospitals
Critical MASS

Diabetes Association Inc.

Greater Lawrence Family Health Center

Haitian Multi-Service Center

Haitian Nurses Association

Health Care For All
Health Disparities Student Collaborative
International Medical Interpreters Association

Jewish Alliance for Law and Social Action

La Alianza Hispana
Latin American Health Institute
The Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law of the Boston Bar Association 
Lowell Community Health Center

Lynn Health Task Force
Massachusetts Asian and Pacific Islanders for Health 

Massachusetts Association of Community Health Workers 

Massachusetts Breast Cancer Coalition

Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women

Massachusetts General Hospital, Disparities Solutions Center

Massachusetts Hospital Association

Massachusetts Jobs With Justice

Massachusetts League of Community Health Centers

Massachusetts Medical Society

Massachusetts Public Health Association

Medical-Legal Partnership for Children
Multicultural AIDS Coalition

Mass CONECT, Harvard School of Public Health

NAACP Boston Branch

NARAL Pro-Choice Massachusetts

¿Oíste?

Oral Health Advocacy Task Force

Physicians for Human Rights

Planned Parenthood League of Massachusetts

Project RIGHT

SEIU 1199 

Susan G. Komen for the Cure Massachusetts 

Tobacco Free Mass
Vietnamese American Civic Association 

Whittier Street Health Center

YMCA of Greater Worcester, Central Community Branch

Youth and Family Enrichment Services

Health Disparities in Massachusetts





Black babies are more than twice as likely to die in the first year of life as white babies.





Blacks and Latinos have the highest rates of death from diabetes in the state.





Hispanics are nearly twice as likely to report poor health status than whites.





Source: Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities by EOHHS Regions in Massachusetts, Massachusetts Department of Public Health November, 2007











Disparities Action Network

30 Winter Street 10th FlooR • Boston, MA• 02108   




Phone: 617.275.2936 • Email: Cwatson@hcfama.org 
The Disparities Action Network is a coalition of organizations committed to the elimination of health disparities in Massachusetts.


